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Topic: Using Flow Chart Shapes for 
Communication

Curating
Application Pipelines

Series



Welcome to 
Today’s Lecture!

Today’s Lecture

•Flow chart shapes 
mean something – why 
not leverage that 
meaning to your 
advantage?

•Making application 
pipeline flows in 
PowerPoint
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Take our online course, “PowerPoint for 
Visualizations”: https://monika-s-school-
e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-
for-visualizations 

https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-for-visualizations
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-for-visualizations
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-for-visualizations


I 

How Shapes Help You 
Communicate

• Flow charts have been used in 
engineering even before computers were 
invented

• Shapes connected by arrows depicting 
some sort of process flow

• Can be used for very technical 
documentation (like an ETL pipeline)

• Can be used for simple and basic 
workflows

• Extremely important in data science
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Flow Chart Shapes 
Resources

LinkedIn Learning Course: Data Curation 
Foundations: https://buff.ly/3310BI4   

Course: PowerPoint for Visualizations: 
https://monika-s-school-
e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-
for-visualizations 

Blog Posts:
How to Make an ETL Documentation 
Pipeline: https://buff.ly/3YZws7Z   

Shapes and Images in Dataviz: Making 
Choices for Optimal Communication: 
https://buff.ly/3PATcaZ   

https://buff.ly/3310BI4
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-for-visualizations
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-for-visualizations
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-for-visualizations
https://buff.ly/3YZws7Z
https://buff.ly/3PATcaZ
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In PowerPoint, there are many 

confusing menus. There are 

many ways to add and 

configure shapes.



• Hot dog shape is a terminator

• Pre-defined vs. not pre-
defined process

Start

(Intake)

Patient fills out 

intake packet

Data entry/ 

Set up records

Schedule 

appointments

Intake 

Completed

Useful Shapes: Terminator and Process 
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Log into 

application

Are data 

updated?
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reports

Manual 

data 

entry

End

No

Yes

Decision, Document, and Manual 
Process Shapes



BRFSS Data 

Warehouse

Extract data for 

STATE = 25

Run through 

20 

classification 

macros

Cont.

MA Data MartETL

Initiate 

Classification 

Macros

Load into 

dashboard

Databases, Data Extracts, Repeat Processes, 
and Referrals to Other Diagrams



Data (dataset)

Bonus Shapes That Are Not Technically 
Flow Chart Shapes

Internet (or 

network)

Opinion, user 

discussion, feedback

Icons or graphics

Videoconference, online 

discussion, online course

Dashboard output, analytics 

user interface, reporting



Questions?

Facilitator: Monika M. 
Wahi, MPH, CPH

Email: 
dethwench@gmail.com 

Blog: 
https://dethwench.com/blog/ 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/
dethwench/ 
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Take our online course, “PowerPoint for 
Visualizations”: https://monika-s-school-
e295.thinkific.com/courses/powerpoint-
for-visualizations 
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