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Welcome to the 
Case Study!

Today’s Lecture

• If you are new to learning SAS – 
especially in college courses – you 
may wonder: What is the future of 
this tool?

• Other reasonable questions: How 
does SAS work with open source 
tools? Is it a competitor – or do 
they integrate?

• SAS has been used for decades 
for different things. In 5 or 10 
years, what will it be used for?
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Try all of our career-building data 
science resources!

Join our group online data 
science mentoring program: 
https://buff.ly/3Sw4Fsa   

Take our exclusive online data 
science courses aimed 
healthcare analysts: 
https://monika-s-school-
e295.thinkific.com 

Watch our tutorials on YouTube: 
https://buff.ly/2W6ijuc  

Take our LinkedIn Learning 
courses: https://buff.ly/2Ihd4Rq 
  

https://buff.ly/3Sw4Fsa
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/
https://buff.ly/2W6ijuc
https://buff.ly/2Ihd4Rq


I 

What if You are 
“New” to SAS?

• Should you throw yourself  into 
mastering a challenging data science 
programming language that has been 
around since the 1970s?

• I learned SAS in the 1990s-early 
2000s. At that time, I asked myself  
the same question.

• It would not have mattered whether I 
said “yes” or “no” at that time, 
because SAS was the only game in 
town.

• But what about now?
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Today’s Resource

2 years ago:

I just moved from Python to SAS 

for 4 months due to new job 

requirements. I wonder how you 

think SAS compared with other 

languages, any future.

https://buff.ly/3rCp3je   

https://buff.ly/3rCp3je
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• Easier to get an ROI with an open 
source solution

• Even people in SAS shops try open 
source solutions first (before looking 
at adding SAS components)

Open-Source Solutions Work Better and 
Are Cheaper



SAS is “Spoiled” – Tries to Charge Customers 
High Fees for Mediocre Software/Service
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Person 1

Person 2

Person 3

• SAS is always trying to sell us some 
expensive add-on that doesn’t work 
as well as Python or R solutions.

• Hard to do remote work with SAS – 
easier to just hire open source 
consultants on-site anywhere.

• Person 3 summary: “We can’t find 
someone with the necessary SAS 
skills” but “we already built 
everything in SAS” so we were 
stuck. 

• But then, we could not afford a 
simple sentiment analysis add-
on from SAS…

• …something we do all the time 
with open source tools 
efficiently and for free.



“SAS being intertwined with education 
was a big deal.”
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Person 1

Person 2

• SAS has an effective monopoly in 
college education in some fields (e.g., 
clinical research, healthcare)

• SAS is hard to learn – so SAS 
training “supplants” other data 
science, informatics, management, 
or biostats training



Banks are Stuck in SAS
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• “Slow to change” – but “how” to 
change?

• It takes a while to migrate from SAS 
to any other environment



…and Finally, the SAS Champions – the 
Realists!
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Person 1: SAS works, and though R and Python are better at some 

things, SAS will still “be around for a while”.

Person 2: SAS works, but only big companies can afford to keep paying 

for it and supporting it (e.g., with a dwindling labor pool).

“…when SAS has a problem, they just pretend it is a new way to do analysis.

• “Inertia” is the main reason why 
companies use SAS today (instead 
of  migrating)

• You can still get SAS tools to work for 
you today

• However, it’s hard and expensive, and 
generally better in open source tools



SAS is the “COBOL” of Health Data 
Science

• My mom was a COBOL programmer. She 
reminds me regularly of how stuff is still in 
COBOL and that’s why a lot of our public data 
infrastructure broke in the US during COVID-
19.

• SAS is the COBOL of health data science, in 
that we will always have things in SAS, so 
someone will always have to know SAS.

• But SAS is probably not “the future” alone, per 
se (although analytics is still tip-top).

• What the future looks more like to me is trying 
to get data out of SAS servers and into the 
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Questions?

Facilitator: Monika M. 
Wahi, MPH, CPH

Email: 
dethwench@gmail.com 

Blog: 
https://dethwench.com/blog/ 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/
dethwench/ 
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Try all of our career-building data 
science resources!

Join our group online data 
science mentoring program: 
https://buff.ly/3Sw4Fsa   

Take our exclusive online data 
science courses aimed 
healthcare analysts: 
https://monika-s-school-
e295.thinkific.com 

Watch our tutorials on YouTube: 
https://buff.ly/2W6ijuc  

Take our LinkedIn Learning 
courses: https://buff.ly/2Ihd4Rq 
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