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Welcome to the 
Case Study!

Today’s Lecture

• If you are in healthcare or health 
research, you probably will end up 
using SAS for the rest of your life 
in some way

• So we can’t really “break up” with 
SAS

• But we can’t really “live” with it 
either (due to technological 
limitations)

• What is the offramp?
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Try all of our career-building data 
science resources!

Join our group online data 
science mentoring program: 
https://buff.ly/3Sw4Fsa   

Take our exclusive online data 
science courses aimed 
healthcare analysts: 
https://monika-s-school-
e295.thinkific.com 

Watch our tutorials on YouTube: 
https://buff.ly/2W6ijuc  

Take our LinkedIn Learning 
courses: https://buff.ly/2Ihd4Rq 
  

https://buff.ly/3Sw4Fsa
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/
https://monika-s-school-e295.thinkific.com/
https://buff.ly/2W6ijuc
https://buff.ly/2Ihd4Rq


Can Scientists 
“Break Up” with SAS?

• We may have our disagreements, but 
we probably cannot break up with 
SAS.

• But we can find ways to get along 
with it better.

• One way is by using open source R 
for some things that SAS is not good 
at – but still keeping your SAS shop.

• Case studies on how to keep SAS 
going while you adopt R!
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A SAS-to-R Success Story

By Elizabeth J. Atkinson

https://posit.co/resources

/videos/a-sas-to-r-

success-story/ 

R Package:

SASMap – co-author Nic 

Crane of Mango Solutions: 

https://cran.r-

project.org/web/packages

/sasMap/index.html 

Resources

https://posit.co/resources/videos/a-sas-to-r-success-story/
https://posit.co/resources/videos/a-sas-to-r-success-story/
https://posit.co/resources/videos/a-sas-to-r-success-story/
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/sasMap/index.html
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/sasMap/index.html
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/sasMap/index.html


SAS to R at a 
Research Hospital

• Watch video if you can

• Head of biostatistics core – 
concerned about ongoing 
costs associated with SAS

• Can we offload some of SAS’s 
work to R?

• What can we do in this clinical 
research/academic 
environment?
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Lessons Learned from SAS-to-R Success 
Story

• You need to set up your own internal R Helpdesk

• You need to set up your own internal R trainings

• You need to organize your R work in such a way that everyone 
is following a standard (e.g., what packages are we using for 
what project?)

• You basically have to all the work yourself that SAS (as a 
company) does for you.

• So you NEED data scientists on staff who can act as a SAS to R 
conversion
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OMG! How???
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• I met Nic Crane of Mango Consulting 
at a conference a few years back

• She and colleagues designed this 
“package” in R called sasMap

• They are a UK shop, and were 
helping migrate some government 
SAS operations to R

• This package has commands in R 
that help you estimate how much 
work it will be to rebuild the SAS code 
(e.g., how many PROCs? Macro 
calls? Etc.)



This Data Flow Out of SAS is Not 
Stopping

• Old SAS shops can’t afford to keep SAS

• They have to rebuild undocumented macros 
from the ground up in some other language

• No such thing as a SAS to SQL 
conversion

• No one wants a “new” SAS shop (new 
physical server set-up)

• But people want to adopt SAS Viya and other 
analytics tools

• SAS does AI – how are we going to work it 
into our pipeline?
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Questions?

Facilitator: Monika M. 
Wahi, MPH, CPH

Email: 
dethwench@gmail.com 

Blog: 
https://dethwench.com/blog/ 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/
dethwench/ 
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Try all of our career-building data 
science resources!

Join our group online data 
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