3 Tips for
Publishing
in Peer-reviewed
Journals
by
Monika M. Wahi, MPH, CPH

DethWench Professional Services

© 2022 Det hWench Professional Services



Outline

» Background

* What exactly Is a peer-
reviewed journal?

 What are some
common challenges?

» 3 tips to make your
journey from manuscript
to publication easier
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Definition of Peer-Reviewed Journals

« Use a “peer-review” method Peer Review Process \
» Journal receives manuscripts from ]

volunteer groups of authors | T

“auth ors”? P - © I

. . &S] revisions required JRERY sent o reviewers
 Journal facilitates other writers 5T i
. = Reviews assessed by editor

unrelated to the journal or the | U |

authors (“peers”) to provide written

feedback production JeS)

* Authors revise the manuscript to (0
meet with feedback by peer-
reviewers

https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal
-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-
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Common Challenge #1: Predatory
Journals

BEALL'S LIST

“g OOd faith” PUBLISHERS STANDALONE JOURNALS VANITY PRESS CONTACT OTHER
* Lack of peer-review e or ol e )
i nfrastru Ctu e Potential predatttlz).rsl-* scholarly Useful pages
open-access publishers e
» Trying to get money/charge e —"———
fees
e Problems for: * Available here:
* Provides A-Z searchable list
* Author e Trustable

e Peer-reviewer
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https://beallslist.net/

Common Challenge #2: Confusion as the
Process Continues

* You may submit, but journal says, gEStEeEerocess \_
“No thank you” and does not __J
review @

= assessed by editor

« May recommend different journal
with same publisher

* You may get a review, but then
they think you should revise it and
publish it in a different journal

* You may need to submit it multiple
times to multiple journals

« Usually multiple reviewed drafts
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Common Challenge #3: It Takes So Long!

» Can be hard to figure out T Reviewii \\
which journal will want to —
review the paper | TN | oo -
S} revised manuscript Bl Article assessed by editor
» Even if a journal decides to

review the manuscript, the B reewassesedbyedior | |
reviewers almost always want
changes (at least minor)

* The less back-and-forth, the
faster the process goes
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DP
L] 3 Tips Aimed at These Challenges

151---l-i

Intended outcomes:

« Can help ensure you are
alming your manuscript at
reputable journals

* Prevent confusion as the
process continues

» Shorten the process overall
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Tip #1: Know Your Publishers

Examples from “Academic Publishing Guide for
Faculty and Researchers” from Sacramento State,
available here:

* What journals in your field are
published by what
publishers?

 What do their “instructions to R
authors” pages look like? Do tha
they have similarities?

» When you write, what journals =~ Bl BMC Part of Springer Nature
do you find yourself
referencing? What publishers
at they attached to?

.. P . .
Lippincott® N\ Taylor« Francis Online
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https://csus.libguides.com/publishing/choosing-a-publisher

Tip #2: Keep a Notes Page on all your
Submissions

« Each time you submit to a
new journal, make a Word
document with notes about
the SpeCifiC SmeiSSion Author loy Notes about American Journal of Preventive Medicine

Submittet Link to page:

« Each time you submit a Processiff  uikioauny
revised draft, the journal will
want a “categorical
response”, which is a letter ]
explaining each change.

Notes about Journal of Public Health Dentistry

Research Article: 2,000 words to 5,000 words, including an abstract—-between 150 and
5 and figures

length is 5,000 words (that total includes abstract, main text, and
noatasy
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Tip #3: Have a “Pretend Reviewer”

« Have colleague who is not an
author or involved in your research
“pretend” to be a reviewer

« Have them write an actual review

« Similar to giving feedback to
students if you are correcting
papers

» Goal of this step: To catch obvious
Issues and prevent some back-
and-forth
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Review: Today’s Peer-reviewed Journal
TIips

os

1. Get to know your publishers

2. Keep a notes page for each T —
journal on all your —‘
submissions (—

3. Have a colleague act as a ——— |
“pretend reviewer” before i’-’
you submit ] m——

O | ——
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E Special Offer!

Manuscript Review
$50

Let me be your
“pretend reviewer”!

1.

3.

Process

Send me (by e-mail or
LinkedIn) your current
Word version of the
document, along with
information about where
you are submitting it (grant,

journal, etc.)

Pay fee — | will send a
Paypal invoice to your e-
mail address.

| will write a professional
peer-review of it in Word,
and e-mail It to you so you
can make the revisions!
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